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From Black Lives Matter to March For Our Lives, 

our students are engaging, organizing, and 

leading these actions on their high school and 

college campuses.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 19 students of Class 14 embarked on a Transformational Journey to 10 states and over 15 cities. 
This was the first class to visit North Carolina, causing the tripôs route to closely mimic the one taken 
by the 1961 Freedom Riders. Students met with many inspiring people ð from a U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice to foot soldiers in the Civil Rights Movement ð  and visited museums and historical sites. 
This highlights piece shares some of the studentsô most memorable experiences. We thank you for 

your support, without which this life-changing trip would not have been possible. 
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The Edmund Pettus Bridge 

Class 14 
met with 
B.J. Bern-
stein, dedi-
cated civil-
rights fo-
cused trial 
attorney, at 
the historic 
Temple in 
Atlanta, 
GA. 
 

A student said: "B.J. Bernstein inspired me to go into legal 
advocacy. The work she does in the criminal justice sys-
tem to fight mass incarceration is inspiring. I didn't know 
that was possible. Or, I did, but hearing her stories and 
energy made it seem like I could do it too."  

Class 14 
met with 
Supreme 
Court  
Justice 
Ginsburg  
in the  
Supreme 
Court 
Building. 
 

A student said: "Justice Ginsberg questioned our thinking. 
Her tiny stature didn't match up to the enormity of her intel-
lect and the impact she's had on the United States. Seeing 
her in person made it click for me: even though I'm physi-
cally tiny, I can make a huge impact too." 

Cultural Leadership met with Congressman John Lewis for 
the first time in several years. The students were grateful 
for the time spent with him and enjoyed hearing his story. 
Upon visiting the Edmund Pettus Bridge (above) where 
Congressman Lewis was attacked by police on Bloody Sun-
day, the students really felt his story come to life. 
 
A student 
said: ñFor 
such an ac-
complished 
man he was 
very joyful 
and humble. 
It made me 
understand 
how a true 
leader should 
act.ò 

Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg 

B.J. Bernstein, Civil Rights-Focused 
Attorney  

Students march across the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Sel-
ma, AL, the site of ordered police brutality against voting 
rights activists in 1965. A student said: "Joanne Bland, the 
youngest member of the Children's Marches in the 1960s, 
was half our age 
when she start-
ed fighting for 
justice. When 
she taught us 
about Bloody 
Sunday in Sel-
ma, and then we 
walked across 
the bridge ourselves... I felt my whole life shift. The vic-
tims on Bloody Sunday were just like our friends who got 
kettled and tear gassed at the Stockley Protests in St. 

Louis. There is so much work to do."  

/ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ[ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΦƻǊƎ μ омпΦтнрΦоннн 

Congressman John Lewis 
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While in Harlem, Class 14 met Jamal Joseph, ex-member 
of the Black Panther Party and founder of the IMPACT 
Repertory Theater. He founded the organization to encour-
age young people to explore issues facing America  
through various artistic media. A student said: ñI loved see-
ing Jamal at IMPACT. I have always been inspired by the 
Black Panther Party but feel as if schools leave it out of the 
Civil rights conversation. Talking and listening to Jamal 
really inspired me. I loved the shift of activism to art. I love 
rap and poetry. Seeing him orchestrate a group of talented 
artists pushed me further to my dreams.ò 

Charles Person and Hank Thomas, foot soldiers of the 
Civil Rights Movement, met students in Atlanta, GA. They 
were both attacked on May 14, 1961 during their partici-
pation in the Freedom Rides, a movement to enforce the 
desegregation of public transit. Mr. Thomasô bus was fire-
bombed in Anniston, AL, and Mr. Person was beaten 
when his bus was attacked in Birmingham, AL. The route 
of Class 14ôs Journey was inspired by the path of the 
Freedom Riders. 

The LGBTQ+ panel was a highlight for many members of 
Class 14. They were inspired by the stories of queer and 
transgender people of color who, despite having undergone 
immense struggles in their  lives, stayed positive, confident, 
and resilient in the fight for LGBTQ+ rights. A student said:  
ñIn New York, seeing so much black and brown unity chal-
lenged my perspective, since in St. Louis it is mostly black 
and white. In the melting pot of New York, with the help of 
the LGBTQ +  panel, that idea was challenged.ò 

LGBTQ+ Panel Charles Person and Hank Thomas, 
Freedom Riders 

The Equal Justice Initiativeôs (EJI) 
Legacy Museum and National  
Memorial for Peace and Justice 

/ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ[ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΦƻǊƎ μ омпΦтнрΦоннн 

Jamal Joseph at IMPACT Theater 

EJIôs powerful memorial, located in Montgomery, AL, has 
800 six-foot monuments that symbolize the thousands of 
victims of racial terrorism and lynching across the United 
States. A student said: "All the things we talk about in the 
program, the need to fight for justice, didn't really hit me 
until the EJI memorial. Seeing all those columns hanging, 
each representing many people whose lives ended be-
cause of racial hatred... I cried multiple times. It was over-
whelming and motivating to end violence everywhere."  


