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From Black Lives Matter to March For Our Lives, 

our students are engaging, organizing, and 

leading these actions on their high school and 

college campuses.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CULTURAL LEADERSHIP 
2018 Highlights | A YEAR IN REVIEW 

Two Cohorts of the High School  
Leadership Program 

Camp Cultural 
Leadership 
balanced 
summer fun 
with trans-
formative, 
educational 
content that 
primed campers to be troublemakers of the best kind. Be-
sides traditional summer camp activities like  swimming 
and team building, campers also visited places such as 
The George B. Vashon Museum of African American His-
tory, The St. Louis Holocaust Museum and Learning Cen-
ter, Vertical Voyages Tree Climbing, and the Gateway 

Arch. They even 
took a mini Trans-
formational Journey 
to Chicago ! High-
lights were visiting 
the Chicago Trib-
une, the DuSable 
Museum of African 
American History, 
and the Children's 
Museum of Art & 

Social Justice. Campers also had a blast exploring Navy 
Pier and restaurants in Black and Jewish communities.  

Camp Cultural Leadership Makes 
Leadership Training Fun!  

CulturalLeadership.org | 314.725.3222 

In June, Class 13 traveled to 10 states and over 15 cities to 
visit people and places relevant to social justice, the Civil 
Rights Move-
ment, and Afri-
can Ameri-
can and Jew-
ish experienc-
es. Highlights 
included meet-
ings with Su-
preme Court 
Justice Ruth 
Bader Gins-
burg, Rev. Al 
Sharpton, feminist and activist Heather Booth, and Elizabeth 
Eckford of The Little Rock Nine. They toured the Equal Jus-
tice Initiative's newly opened Legacy Museum and Memorial, 
The National Museum of African American History and Cul-
ture, and the Holocaust Memorial Museum. The students 
found all of these experiences incredibly inspiring, but even 
just spending three weeks travelling and learning about each 
other’s cultures created an amazing bonding experience. 

Class 14  kicked the year off with a fabulous new Program 
Director, Sarah Murphy.  Fall/Winter  programs included Afri-
can American history at The St. Louis American, Jewish his-
tory at B’nai Amoona and MaTovu, and a workshop in privi-
lege and oppression at Central Reform Congregation.  Pro-
grams in 2019 will bring a deeper understanding of African 
American history, economic inequality, education inequity as 
students gear up for the School Swap. 
 

We’re training more young leaders than ever!  Our portfolio now includes three pro-

grams: Camp Cultural Leadership for rising 8th-9th graders, our flagship yearlong 

High School Leadership Program, and our Social Justice Internship Program for  

college-aged alumni. We are thrilled that 2018 saw success for all three programs. 

Not every organization can 
say they may get to celebrate 
their 15th year anniversary by 
winning an Oscar! The docu-
mentary  film  RBG, in which 
Class 12 students are fea-
tured, is nominated for an Os-
car and is projected to do 
quite well. Keep an eye out for 
this new logo as we celebrate 
15 years of training youth to 
be champions of change. 

Celebrating 15 Years with an Oscar?! 

Class 13 in Selma, AL, with Joanne Bland, the young-
est person jailed during the Civil Rights Movement. 

Class 14 at their  second Jewish History and Culture Program , pictured 
with guest speaker Dr. David Oughton, a theology professor at St. Louis 
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CULTURAL LEADERSHIP 
2018 Highlights | A YEAR IN REVIEW 

Rachel Winston  (Class 1) and Sara Swaty Roger (Class 2) 
were honored with the 2018 Distinguished Alumni Award at 
Cultural Leadership’s Signature Event held on October 11. 
 

Rachel has dedicated her life to the preservation of Black 
history and is the first Black Diaspora Archivist at the Uni-
versity of Texas at 
Austin. She recently 
co-curated a show at 
the George Washing-
ton Carver Museum  
called “Juntos/
Together: Black and 
Brown Activism in 
Austin, Texas from 
1970-1983.”  
 

Sara’s career is in 
social impact photo-
graphic and journalistic arts. Her work has been featured 
by Reuters, CNN, and The Advocate, among others. Two 
of her exhibits were featured at the event. “Haley to Harri-
son: In Transition,” which challenges normative identity, 
and “Fragments of Ferguson” which captures the stories of 
front line activists here in St. Louis. 
 

Seven Cultural Leadership alums were placed at nonprofit 
organizations and government agencies for eight-week, 
paid internships. Interns participated in five cohort activities 
to deepen their understanding of tools and leadership skills 
in the field of diversity and inclusion. Thank you to our host 
organizations for facilitating excellent internship experienc-
es: Anti-Defamation League, Clark-Fox Family Foundation, 
Cultural Leadership, Jewish Community Relations Council, 
Nine Network, School District of University City, and the   
St. Louis County Office of Strategy & Innovation.   

On Nov. 5, The St. Louis American ran the transcript of a 
speech by Class 14 student Leyla Fern King. Leyla spoke 
at Congregation B’nai Amoona’s Havdalah for Hope ser-
vice on November 3, commemorating the victims of the 
Tree of Life Congregation shooting in Pittsburgh. She 
spoke alongside her fellow Class 14 peer Naava Simckes 
and alum Liam Simckes (Class 12), who are both congre-
gants of B’nai Amoona. In  her speech, Leyla says: “This 
gathering is hope. Cultural Lead-
ership is hope. I am hope. We 
all are hope.” Cultural Leader-
ship, she says, is teaching her 
the importance of love and activ-
ism and the necessity to speak 
up against injustice.  

The Social Justice Internship Program Celebrating Two Distinguished Alumni  
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Lori Fiegel (center), Director of Strategy & Innovation for St. Louis 
County Government, meets with the seven social justice interns: 
Stephanie Briggs (Class 9), Brandon Ford (Class 11), Aly Zuhler 
(Class 10), Alexis Gordon (Class 11), Zoe Robinson (Class 11), Erin 
Grossman (Class 11), and Aaron Garriga (Class 9). 

Alumni & Current Students Speak Out 

From Black Lives Matter to March For Our Lives, our stu-
dents and alumni are engaged in today’s movements. They 
are organizing and leading actions in their communities. 
 

Jeda Murphy, Class 12, was interviewed on Fox 2 News 
about her thoughts on school safety and gun violence. Han-
nah Mauer, Class 11, seated on left in photo below, worked 
with peers to organize a press conference at Parkway Cen-
tral High School to express their concerns and call upon 
elected officials to address gun violence. 


